So what brought you to this topic of circumcision and compelled you to make a movie

about it?

times over the course of my I|fe that thls toplc hadhas come up and I alwaysrthought, ‘Well wel
there’s nothing yout can do about itthat now; so why think about it?’- And | didn’t because it

made me uncomfortable. Then | was going -beeause-every-otherarea-of my-Hfe——youknow
went-through a timeperiod where | was letting-go-ofa-lotofold-patterns-that- didn’t serve-me—
wa&changlng a—let—ef—my beliefs about a Iot of —Lwas—ehangmg—theway—mat—l—ataand—theway




A

jreelethlngs When I came across thls toplcupeleeuﬁt—eneeefetheﬁﬁwetetmngy—feundwas
something called foreskin restoration, which is where men stretch the remaining skin of the
foreskin and over time get a covering of that part of the body again. And-so-+thoughtwell-there

is-something-thatyveu-can-deo-aboutit-1t’s not a complete reversal, but | hadit’ssemething—+d
always been told yeu-knew;-there’s nothing you can do about it..-se then that raised the question,

“‘what else have }-been told that’s incorrect?”

So do you consider yourself an intactivist then?

that—happeneel inmy early twentles .50 |t took about SiX years to make the fllm WhICh washas
been a bit of a process,-but-that’s-when--began.

So what was that La 3
hasthat—been—what—hastheprocess Ieeenllke anel how have things changed over the course

past three ... or six years in making it around the issue?

Brenden-Marotta:05:09-So-we interviewed every major expert on both sides of the debate:-n-the
fHm- We have people from the intactivist movement,—\A/e-alse-have people from the American
Academy of Pediatrics, and-—A/e-have people who-were-involved in the HIV studies done-in

Afrlca When I flrst was telllnq people | was QneeﬁhetMngsthat—l—haveLnetteedreveHheeeere
& j working on the-film+

WeuleHeH—peeleANaswenemgemhls fllm thev d be Ilke ‘Wellthafeweutd—say—eh isn’t that
cleaner?’” Now,-ersemething-And-new when | talk to people about the issue of circumcision;

they say, “ ehthat S reaIIy controver3|al : I ve seen Heteipeople protestlng that * It’s shifted. -Se

Whateneweventhe Amerlcan Academy of Pedlatrlcs agrees that |t S NowW about aeknewledgeerts




myths-te-a question of whose-whe’s body, whose choice?Whe’srights?-\Whe-has-the right-to
make decisions about men’s bodies?

Wait back

Lauren-Vinopal-06:18-Fm-serry—Thatjust-broke up. What did you say the AAP agrees withthat
: . - podiatrics | : latland?

Brendon-Maretta:-06:23-Se-when | interviewed a Jewish authormermber of the American
Academy of Pediatrics’Pediatries— latest policy statement on circumcision.; what he told me on
camera was that the—an&%m%heiﬂm—maﬁha%m{aemﬂst&areﬂewauhaeaﬁepeﬁhm%&
But-that ethical question of who has the right to make decisions about men’smems bodies; is the

center of this debate. The memberAndJehat—sahlﬁed—eauseL#—yeeHeeleaHhaAAP—pehey

stuﬁ—wha%&dwﬁmd%ut—kk&the publlc health &d&eﬁhaargumenﬁremyaapm{ememané

aeknewlealges—thai—the—heal%brclalms are not compelllng and it’ s#hat—ﬁ—ls Iargely a cultural or
rellglous practlce M%Fm&eﬁhe%peemaheauh%ms—mwemdﬁkeaueaspawehew




Brenden-Marotta- 11:50-Right-| mean, there are studies suggesting-that suggest female
circumcision reduces the rate of HIV, but no one on any side of the debate thinks those claims
are worth even-exploring.

el ewrenlunona s 100 Do B Dol preead e




Lauren-Vinepal-12:03-Mm-hmm-(affirmative)No;and-that’s not true. There’s also ample
that FGM increases risksfair—t-guess-thisis-anethersort of HIV and STI transmission, and+

thinkfinaudible-00:12:19} part-of the idea that is reduces risk is based onintaetivist
movement—but the idea that it would make women enjoy sex less. Do you believesert-of—Are

there are differences between male circumcision and female genital mutilationeteumeisionin
oinion?

Brenden-Marotta:12:27-That is hard to quantify because there are different types of female
circumcision. But I will say that the circumcised women |’vel interviewed for the film say
there’sthere-is no difference.

Lavren-Vinopal-12:43 Because-1’ve heard the argument that there arethere’s different types of
female-circumcision_in response-And-there’s-eventike-a-nick to that guestion before, but it’s

not really an answer. It simply confuses the issue of maleclitoris-could-be-considered

circumcision._The notion that male circumcision-as-eppesed-to-fully-remeving-H-Butin-terms
ofjust-apples-to-apples;-de-you-think-that fully remeving-a-cliteris is the same as female genital
mutilation is fairly extreme soremeoving-foreskin?-Cause | have to ask what evidence do you

have to support that equivalency?feeHike-that’s-a-hard-part-of the-argument-that not-everyone
Dot

Everyone doesn’t agreeBrenden-Marotta—13:-11-Not-everyone-agrees on that because net
everyone doesn’t understandagrees-en the value of the foreskin. Se+think-when people push

back on that claim, they’re assuming that-the foreskin isn’t 15 square inches of skin, or the most
erogenous part of a man’s body,- Or that it doesn’t containesntatns thousands of nerve endings,
and-—Fhelrassumptionis-that it’s-guete; just a flap of skin. So; it’s hard to have that
conversationehiseusston without first having a discussion about the value of the foreskin and what
that part of the anatomy actually is.

Lauren-Vinopak-13:41 Tel-me-mere-abeut that-Is that whatthe-cere-of this_is about —2sthat
men are-being sert-ef-robbed of a certain level of this-sexual pleasureexperience-laterintife-as

babies? Is it about pain? Is it about both?

The intactivistsBrenden-Maretta—14:01Hthink-the-intactivist-mevement arguments are primarily
three thlngs One, it’s a violation of humansemeone’s-humans rights to remove a part of a
person’stheir body without their consent. Two, the foreskin that’s-the-part being removed; has
value in sexuality and that is an experience that many men want and should be allowed to have.
AThreeAnd-three, the procedure itself is traumatic and palnful and harms the mfant fromm the

What'’s the proof that every circumcised men feel traumatized or robbed of a sexual
experience?




Brepdon-Marotia:-15:21-So-there are circumcised women who say that-they’re perfectly happy
with their experience and that they get just as much pleasure as an-intact women, weman-would.
And we actually interviewinterviewed one of those women in the film. Ane-if you were to go to
cultures that practice female circumcision, thosethe-majerity-of women there-would say the same
thing. People tend to behavea biased towards what their experience is.-apd-dopt-want-to
consider-the-possibitity-that-there-might-have-been-mere—And-so, there are studies that suggest
that-men who know more about circumcision are more likely to be dissatisfied with it. Ane-l
think if you were to interview men who say, ‘I’m fine, | didn’t lose anything,’- They probably
don’t know a lot about the subject.

it somewhat




&amptmed—b%the%rgeeeultute&enn%ngnes&to acknowledge that some men are qomq to feel

grief around this and we canthei

areundtMs—Andthatweeheutd spare them that by respectlng thelr human nghts when they rea
child.

Brendon-Marotta:22:18 Fhere’s-a-tot-of thatyyeah—-think when people have been throughsuffer

something they-feelis-traumatic as a child; they want to make sure it doesn’t happen to someone

else. That’sthat-others-don t-go-through the-same-experience—H s-a-very compassionate and
healthy-response.




Ok, but what about some of the less compassionate responses from the intactivist
movement, like death threats made towards nurses and doctors performing the
procedures? How does your film address that?

| haven’t seen anything from the intactivist movement that | haven’t seen from major social
justice movements. When people feel wronged they often respond to that with anger. Whether or
not you think the anger is justified depends on your perspective on circumcision.

That doesn’t answer the guestion.

Among the men I’ve interviewed, what | hear from them is a lot of grief. It’s grief anyone would
have if they learned they had lost a part of their body. And | think for men in the intactivist
movement that grief is amplified by a larger culture refusing to acknowledge those emotions as
valid. If you don’t question circumcision, invalidate the emotions of people who do.

Have you heard the argument that circumcising boys as infants makes men more violent
and even prone to committing sexual assault? That’s a fairly common refrain.







Brendon-Marotta:28:45-1t doesn’t reaHy-come up in our documentary. And-t-is-hotsemething
bpreosethenelc o Pye llenc o e beone b

Brenden-Marotta:28:58-1-have-heard it from some people: And there is research that suggests
early life trauma affects people later in life. Butit’s also very-hard to draw a one-to-one
correlation between something inis early life and later in-life. So; | can’t realhy-speak to that,
because it’s its not therealy-a focus of thein-our film.,

Lauren-Vinopalh-29:24-YeahBecause Hke-|l do-think it’s relevant

frraudible-00:29:30}-of this-mevement-that-is-sort-of-trying to the film because the false
connection betweeneennect circumcision,to violence, and sexual assault-—And-Hhink-that really

hurt thishurts-the movement.--my-epinion. And I’ve heard it come up several times in my
reporting on the issue. You’re admitting to hearing that and choosingetherstories—Se,-was
eurtous-H-you-heard-that-Because-againyou re-trying to notfinaudible 00:29:-51 and-you-said
you-cidn’t include thatit in the movie. That’s;which-is your choice, but-Butyou're-tryingte
p%esent—mee—yeu—gay&ape—beth—ades-he#e—And I’m struggling to understand itwondering

Brenden-Marotta:30:05-So,-what | have heard-is-that many activists says is cuttingsay-that

eihreumelsion-teuching a child’s genitals without theirkis consent; fits theexisting legal definition
ofdefinitionsfor sexual assault. Because in order to do circumcision; you have to forcibly

penetrate the placespace between the glans and the foreskin. ThatAned-that-that-actuatly fits
existing legal definitions for sexual assault.

So is that where the claim that circumcision is causing a generation of violent men who

sexually assault people, is that where that comes from?

early abuse makes people more Ilkely to be abusers later. But

B#enden—Mamtta%&—l—l—And that’s not ma#y—somethmg we cover. 4ﬂ—the—ﬁ4m—8u{—|{—|s
, ~Nowy, does that apply
to C|rcumC|S|ons’> I don t knoweweumemenlkden—t—knew—kden%e—msea;ehﬂ%hat—m




That’s a dangerous claim for intactivists to make to parents without evidence, whether the
movie addresses that or not. So what would you personally tell a mother or father in favor
of circumcision or even on the fence?




